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Davis: Pioneer Florida: Admission to Statehood, 1845

PIONEER FLORIDA
by T. FREDERICK DAVIS
ADMISSION

TO

STATEHOOD, 1845

Florida added the twenty-seventh star So the
flag of the United States, Texas the twenty-eighth,
and Iowa the twenty-ninth.
By an act of Congress March 3, 1845, the territories of Florida and Iowa were authorized to enter
the Union as states if and when they should meet
the requirements for admission to statehood. The
joint admission followed a policy designed to maintain a balance of power in Congress upon the serious
questions of the times, mainly slavery, by admitting
a Northern and a Southern territory together.
Florida promptly qualified for admission and was
admitted without delay; but the admission of Iowa
was withheld pending settlement of a boundary
question and the submission to Congress of an acceptable state constitution. Iowa did not officially
enter the Union as a state until December 28, 1846.
In the meantime circumstances arose that made it
advisable for Texas to be brought into the Union
at once and it was annexed as a state on December
29, 1845.
The constitution under which Florida entered
statehood provided for a popular election of state
officials as follows: governor, one congressman, and
a general assembly or legislature composed of
seventeen senators and forty-one representatives.
The General Assembly so constituted was required
to assemble at the seat of government for its first
session on the fourth Monday after the election and
besides its own officers was empowered to elect two
United States senators; four judges of Circuit
Courts, also justices of the Supreme Court of the
State ; clerk of the Supreme Court and clerks of
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the Courts of Chancery ; the attorney general of
the State; four solicitors of the Circuit Courts; the
secretary of state; and a state treasurer and comptroller of public accounts. In addition to his civil
duties, the governor was to be the commander-inchief of the “Army and Navy” of Florida. Just
what the framers of the constitution had in mind
when they included a navy we do not know.
On the 5th of April, 1845, Governor John Branch,
incumbent and last territorial governor of Florida,
issued a writ of election to be held on May 26 following, for the election of State officers as designated
in the constitution.
Florida at this time was divided into two political
parties, Whig and Democrat, the latter often referred to as Loco-foco. The Whigs nominated Richard
K. Call for governor and Benjamin A. Putnam for
Congress. A Democratic convention was held at
Madison Courthouse April 14, and nominated William D. Moseley for governor and David Levy for
Congress.
The results of the election on May 26, 1845, as
tabulated in Niles' National Register of July 5,
1845, were : For governor, Moseley 3292, Call 2679 ;
for Congress, Levy 3614, Putnam 2393. The General Assembly elected was composed of 11 Democrats and 6 Whigs in the Senate ; and 29 Democrats,
11 Whigs and one doubtful in the House.
THE

INAUGURATION

The following is derived largely from accounts
published in the Tallahassee weekly newspaper Star
of Florida, the issue of June 27, 1845.
Burying the animosities and differences of the
late political campaign, residents of Florida flocked
to Tallahassee by the hundreds to observe Florida’s
official entrance into the Union; it is said that sev-
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eral thousand visitors assembled there to witness
the ceremonies.
Monday, June 23, 1845. The General Assembly
met and proceeded to organize. Elected by the Senate: James A. Berthelot, president; Thomas F.
King, chief secretary; Edward Bolon, sergeant-atarms; William S. Dinsmore, messenger. By the
House: Hugh Archer, speaker; M. D. Papy, chief
clerk; William Blunt, sergeant-at-arms; S. B. Foster, doorkeeper.
The business of organizing had just been completed when news of the death of Andrew Jackson
[d. June 8, 1845] was received by the Assembly late
in the afternoon. There was a hush. Then mournfully both Senate and House appointed committees
to draw up suitable resolutions, to be presented on
the following day.
Tuesday, June 24. The Assembly met at 9 a. m.,
to receive the resolutions on the death of Andrew
Jackson; then adjourned until Wednesday out of
respect for the illustrious dead.
The resolutions of both Houses were practically
the same in sentiment, emphasizing the virtues of
the deceased and the loss to the United States and
particularly Florida. The House resolution contained the additional paragraph : “That the memory
of Andrew Jackson will ever be dear to the people
of Florida. It was he who first drew aside the veil
which hid this fair land from the admiring gaze of
his countrymen-it was his fearless and patriotic
course that caused its acquisition by the United
States-he received its transfer from the King of
Spain-he was the first Governor of the Territory
of Florida [provisional period] and ever its steadfast friend; and therefore, besides the debt of gratitude due from his countrymen in every part of this
broad empire, for his eminent military and civil
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service, Floridians should be among the first and
foremost to cherish his fame as identified with their
own State.”
In further respect members of the Assembly were
requested to wear “crape” on the left arm for a
period of sixty days. The hall and Assembly rooms
of the capitol were draped in mourning.
Wednesday, June 25. This was the day of days
in the procedure of Florida’s entrance into the Union as a state. Though it dawned with dignified
consideration for the death of Andrew Jackson, interest in the inauguration was not abated.
At 9 a. m., the senators were received in the
Representative Hall, where, in the presence of both
houses and many citizens, the vote for governor was
counted as the constitution directed, and William
D. Moseley declared duly elected, “to hold office
four years from the day of his election, and until
his successor be chosen and qualified.” Of this
Governor-elect Moseley was promptly notified by a
joint committee of the Senate and House. The Senate then returned to its own chamber and both
houses spent the remainder of the forenoon making
preparations for the inauguration at noon.
During the morning the Governor-elect sent to
the General Assembly for approval a standard for
the new State of Florida. It was a flag of five
horizontal stripes, one white and the others of different colors-blue, orange or yellow, red, greenwith the motto “Let Us Alone” emblazoned on its
folds. No official explanation of the significance of
the design was presented. * But there is no doubt
of the meaning of the motto: it was the expression
* Contemporaneous accounts vary as to the sequence of the
colors in the flag. The editor of the Star (Tallahassee) suggested they were intended to represent youth, energy, purity
etc.
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of a feeling which even then was growing into the
issues that led to the War Between the States.
Promptly at noon, Mr. Moseley appeared on the
east portico of the capitol to deliver his inaugural
address before the General Assembly and “several
thousand” Floridians gathered in front of the building. Simultaneously, the new State flag was hoisted
on the flagstaff of the capitol.
The inaugural address of Governor Moseley comprised approximately 2250 words. The tone of the
address was rather modest and unassuming. He
outlined his political views in regard to the duties
of those entrusted with public office, and of the
relation of Florida to the Federal Government; he
remarked upon the national questions of the day
and particularly that of States’rights, expressing
his. beliefs in regard to them. Regarding Florida
he said, “It is not my purpose on this occasion to
enter into a specific enumeration of all such measures as would, if perfected, effect the attainment of
our utmost wishes [such a communication had been
promised for the Assembly on the following Tuesday] ; but I feel called upon, by a sense of duty, to
allude in a special manner, to the necessity of a
sound constitutional currency [probably with reference to banks] ; to the preservation of the public
credit; to a well regulated system of Common
Schools and the School Fund ; to the finances of the
State, and to the promotion of virtue, science and
knowledge.” In conclusion, turning specifically to
the members of the General Assembly, he said,
“And now, Senators and Representatives, I approach with trembling solicitude, the discharge of
the duties assigned me, relying upon your support
in the discharge of them, whenever my official conduct may commend itself to your favorable consideration ; and invoking the aid of the Father of the
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Universe in our attempt at self-government, that
He would be in the midst of our Councils, guiding
and directing them for the common good; and appealing to Him for the sincerity of my motives, and
the rectitude of my intentions in the performance
of my duty to my country and to myself, I take upon
me the high, responsible and solemn obligations enjoined by the Constitution.”
At the conclusion of the address it was “responded to by deafening shouts of the vast multitude,
and the cannon lent its voice to affix the seal of
popular approbation in the installment to office of
the first popular [elected] executive of Florida.”
So, authorized for statehood by Congress March
3, 1845, Florida carried out the provisions of its
constitution and became a full-fledged State of
the Union on June 25, 1845.
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